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January inspiration. 
January is a cold and damp month; a fire hugging time, but for the brave inspiration can be just around the corner. I found a corner in the woods a place destined to be a new project. I started with photographs and drawings in pencil and in paint. I then started to hunt for a way forward. This resulted in a very rewarding treasure search into my bits box and fabric drawers. Scattered threads everywhere, but as things began to come together so did the technique for the piece evolve.

Using cotton fabric as a top layer and fine muslin for the bottom layer, I began to place my findings together trapping them sometimes in between the fabrics. I used a running stitch to hold them.
[image: ][image: ]Bits of glass, pebbles, brass rings, and washers neatly fitted the pattern of the woodland floor.
I added other bits 
Of interest
Stitches and
Beads that seemed 
To fit. Tiny washers,
And then I found 
Bits of old lace. 
These painted and 
Cut into pieces added to the mix.
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This was an interesting piece and it was taking on a life of its own. 
The leaves were the next thing to tackle and I used an embroidery pen that dissolves once touched with water after the machine stitching. You don’t need to use much water a gentle rub with a damp cloth does the trick and there is no trace of the blue ink left on the fabric. Which is ideal for all sorts of drawings on fabric.
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[image: ]The leaves where made from two layer of cotton with a layer of thin bating inside. I drew on the basic leaf shape and machine stitched them using white thread. Then came the fun part. I painted the whole piece shading from pink through green to lilac. Cut out the leaves and embellished them as needed. Once attached to the piece the picture was complete. 







January had become a cold but interesting month. The experiments had born fruit and although I had used  old techniques the results had turned out well.  Now, what can I in February?
 
The piece used collected pebbles brass washes shells, small stones, white cotton fabric, various beads and threads very simple stitches, silk paints and old lace.                                                                                            
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[image: ]This piece uses the same techniques but uses gold and brown tones only. Sometimes a limited palette is very effective. The fabric is silk.
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