February Inspiration. 2010 by Judie Mellars

This month started wet and windy. The sea heaving itself onto the land, throwing pebbles every where, leaving lines of debris with every tide. Beautifully sculptured waves bounced against the rocks breaking their form and shattering into spray. Sea-maids hid in the coastal caves and disappeared into murky waters. I’m sure I saw one slip beneath the waves some treasure, shining in her hands. I could use the amazing bands of pebbles on the shore or try to find the Sea-maid I’m sure I saw. 
[image: ]
I tell myself to keep it simple and to use the sea colours and textures and start to draw. [image: ]

Now enough of the lyrical and down to the practical.

I structured the piece on white cotton. Then placing a thinner piece of cotton beneath as a strengthening backing piece I slid the drawing in between the two. I clamped the pieces together and then drew out the drawing again onto the top fabric. Using the ink drawing for a guide this enabled me to see the figure clearly and I drew her directly onto the top fabric in a fine drawing pen. Because I intend to cover most of her in transparent fabric the pen lines won’t show. The thin organza should mask the pen marks. The organza is painted with silk paints and allowed to dry naturally then ironed to fix the paint with heat.  

Tip.   Always paint plenty of fabric at a time. Include silk and cotton, pieces in one session. Repainting never gives the exact colour. You can space dye thread in this way simply brush with dye or suspend into to eggs cups of dye and allow the paint to travel up the thread. Use commercial white thread or silks such as anchor and dye skeins using two colours. Allow the colours to flow into one another and fix when dry by using the iron in the same way as the fabric. You can produce some delicious shades this way. 
[image: ]Having removed the drawing, I reframed the fabric tightly and added the transparent fabric and began to outline the figure.













Creating her waving hair was interesting as I tried to replicate the moving water and how her hair would behave in it.
[image: ]
The Organza used to show the movement of water is torn strips of organza and couched into place to give a three dimensional effect. 
Tip. Torn strips of organza can be sealed along the edge by a soldering iron or a lit candle; but do be careful you do have to be quick and slick if you use a lighted candle. Please observe all the safety rules.

The netting used was recycled from a washed garlic bag; and the transformed silver ribbon a left over from Christmas. The beads recycled from the second hand market and cost cents. Love these trips. It’s amazing what you find and surprising what you can re-cycle. My studio is full of interesting finds that might be revamped.
[image: ]
The picture above shows the sea surface and my interpretation of the waves.
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Here she is complete treasure in her hands and the sea surface wild above her. 
Javea offers a very special sense of place and is a constant inspiration; but inspiration comes from any where. Do have a look at January’s inspired piece that uses very different techniques and the forest floor for its beginnings with recycled bits and pieces. Certainly a walk around your own area is a good way to stimulate imagination and to experiment with your own creativity. 
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I think she might live in here.
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